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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
13 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Michelle Frank on March 16, 2007. 

4 

Claims 1, 24, 46, and 67 have been rewritten as follows: 
In the specification; 

In the section added via amendment on page 1 under cross reference to related applications: 
In line 6, after the phrase April 26, 1994, a new paragraph has been started, 

1 . (Previously Presented) An airflow monitoring system comprising: 

(a) at least one central seirver arranged to receive and communicate data; 

(b) at least one microprocessor-based subsystem 

(i) including at least one microprocessor, a display and a memory and 

(ii) configured to present information on the display and provide a digital signal 
representative of airflow firom a person and 

(iii) arranged to establish a communication link with the central server, facilitate a 
communication of airflow-related data during the communication link to the central server and 
terminate the communication link after the communication of the airflow-related data has 
finished; and 
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(c) at least one professional computer in signal communication with the central server to 
receive health-related information based on the airflow-related data received from the 
microprocessor-based subsystem and to send at least one message from the professional 
computer to the central server, wherein the central server stores the message at least until after a 
communication link has been established by the microprocessor-based subsystem and sends the 
message to the at least one microprocessor-based subsystem. 

24. (Currently amended) An airflow monitoring method comprising: 

monitoring airflow from a person by using at least one microprocessor-based subsystem 
including at least one microprocessor, display and memory; 

presenting information on the display to the person; 

producing a digital signal representative of the monitored airflow; 

estabhshing a communication link between the microprocessor-based subsystem and a 
central server; 

communicating airflow-related data to the central server across said link; 

terminating the communication link after the airflow-related data to server is completed; 

providing health-related information, based on airflow-related data communicated to the 
central server to at least one professional computer; and 

storing a message from said at least one professional computer on the central server for 
transfer to the microprocessor-based subsystem, where the central server stores the message at 
least until after a communication link has been established by the microprocessor-based 
subsystem and sends the message to the at least one microprocessor-based subsystem. 



46. (Currently amended) A microprocessor-based apparatus for monitoring airflow, 
comprising: 

(a) at least one central server arranged to receive and communicate data; 
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(b) at least one microprocessor, display and memory, 

(c) the memory being readable by the microprocessor and embodying program 
instructions executable by at least one microprocessor to 

(i) cause information to be presented on the display, 

(ii) process digital signals representative of airflow jfrom a person; and 

(iii) to facilitate communication of airflow-related data to the « central server and 
receive instructions from the central server for execution in the at least one microprocessor; 

(d) at least one health care professional computer in signal communication with the central server 
to receive health-related information and to send at least one message from the health care 
professional computer through the central server to the microprocessor-based subsystem, 
wherein the central server stores the message at least until after a communication link has been 
established by the microprocessor-based subsystem and sends the message to the at least one 
microprocessor-based subsystem, 

67. (Currently amended) A microprocessor-based apparatus for airflow monitoring, 

* 

comprising; 

(a) a t least one central server arranged to receive and communicate data; 

(b) at least one microprocessor; 

(c) display; 

(d) a first memory in the form of an insertable program card or a cartridge; and 

(e) at least a second memory, the first and second memories embodying program 
instructions executable by at least one microprocessor to 

(i) cause information to be presented on the display, 

(ii) process digital signals representative of airflow from a person; and 

(iii) to facilitate communication of airflow-related data to a remotely located 
computer and receive instructions from the remotely located computer for execution in the at 
least one microprocessor; and 

(f) at least one professional computer in signal communication with the central server to 
receive health-related information and to send at least one message from the professional 
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computer through the central server to the microprocessor-based subsystem, wherein the central 
server stores the message at least until after a communication link has been established by the 
microprocessor-based subsystem and sends the message to the at least one microprocessor-based 
subsystem. - 

The examiner notes that in updating the search on this application, the following points 
came to light: 

(1) there was no definition of the term **server" on the record, and using a broad 
definition of server, the term means a computer that provides services to other computers via a 
network, and that the central station of Bomn performs such a function. In addition, in Ohayon, 
4712562, the central station appears to be a server. 

(2) both Ohayon and Karz establish coimections periodically with the central station and 
transmit data, then disconnect. 

(3) Ohayon has a professional provide a message to the patient through the central 
station. The message is not electronically sent from the professional to the central station, but it 
is the examiner's position that given that Ohayon is from 1985, at the time of applicant's filing it 
would have been obvious to electronically communicate, to avoid the need for manual diahng. 

However, none of the art has a system where a professional computer provides a 
message to the central server, which is stored at least until a communication link is established 

« 

between the microprocessor-based subsystem and the central server. Accordingly, the examiner 
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phoned Ms. Frank and indicated that if the claims were amended to include the limitation of 
claim I in the last paragraph, they would be allowable. 

However, the examiner notes that no double patenting rejection is pertinent over 5307263 
or 5899855, as the newly claimed features are non-obvious over the prior art. In addition, the 
amendments make the current invention non-obvious over the claimed inventions in 09/2371 94, 
1 1/004134, and 1 1/004135/ In addition, since 1 1/004134 and 1 1/004135 are later filed 
application, the double patenting rejection in this case would be withdrawn anyway, and this case 
allowed to issue, as per MPEP 804IB. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Parks III et al 3810102 and Gombrich et al 4835372 show similar medical data 
communication systems to the present invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert L. Nasser whose telephone number is 571 272-4731 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on m-f 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor II can be reached on 571 272-4730. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 5 7 1 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9197 (toll-free), If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert L. Nasser Jr./ 
Robert L. Nasser 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3735 
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March 19, 2007 



